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Abstract: In the current crisis multilateralism is facing, the most powerful weapons the
EU has at disposal is its great regulatory power, which balances a free-market economy
and the guarantee of individual freedoms and democracy with welfare, social rights and
environmental protection. As an important global actor in the geopolitical scenario, the
EU has a crucial role to play in promoting the 5th goal of the UN's Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) Agenda - “to achieve gender equality and empower all
women and girls”. The seminar will analyse how the EU has advanced women's rights
and women's economic empowerment multilaterally in the WTO and bilaterally through
its last generation of Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) and International Investment
Agreements (IIAs), as well as through the Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP) for
vulnerable developing countries.

Klarissa Martins Sckayer Abicalam is a 1st year PhD candidate in European Union
Law - International Law (39° cycle 2023/2024) at the University of Bologna with her
project on "The EU Trade Policy for Women’s Economic Empowerment”, and teaching
tutor in the Course “International Law on Sustainable Development” under the
supervision of Prof. Elisa Baroncini. She is also academic collaborator of the Una
Europa Seed funding Project ImprovEUorGlobe - "Improving Global Governance for a
Sustainable New World”. She has a Master’s degree (Second Cycle/Two Year LLM
2020-2022) in Global and Transnational Legal Culture at the University of Bologna
where she was graduated with full marks - 110 e Lode - and was awarded the best
international student of Alma Mater in the academic year 2020/2021, having written
her thesis on the topic “The New Era of Mega-Regional Trade Agreements and the
Relevance of the EU-Mercosur Trade Agreement in the Process of Re-Globalization”.
Furthermore, she is a fully qualified lawyer in Brazil, with extensive experience in public
and private law, having been graduated in Law at the Pontifícia Universidade Católica
de São Paulo.
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